Aortic valve replacement in a patient with erythropoietic protoporphyria.
Erythropoietic protoporphyria (EPP) is a disorder of heme synthesis that causes excessive accumulation of protoporphyrin. The predominant clinical feature is photosensitivity triggered by light at wavelengths near 400 nm. We describe a 52-year-old man with EPP who underwent aortic valve replacement due to severe regurgitation. To prevent burn injuries, astral lamps in the operating room were covered with yellow film filters. Preoperative autologous blood donation was not undertaken. Blood priming of the extracorporeal circuit was performed to maintain adequate hemoglobin concentrations, which resulted in reduction of heme synthesis. The patient was discharged in good health without any signs or symptoms of EPP.